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Executive Summary

The Industrial Sales Company is located at 1800 Third Avenue in Moline, I1linois.

The site was used as a storage yard for used industrial equipment until the machinery
could be sold. The site owner/operator was Mr. Mel Mohr, who vacated the building
sometime in Tate 1986. The site is currently owned by Montgomery Elevator, who is
remodeling the building on-site.

This site was added to CERCLIS because of a citizen complaint alleging a spill of
possible PCB contamianted transformer o0il. The transformer supposedly contained
600 gallons of dielectric fluid with a PCB concentration over 500 ppm (parts per
million). The site was assessed in the summer of 1986 by U.S.EPA Region V Im-
mediate Removal Unit, with the findings referred to TOSCA (Region V branch). Mr.
David Swanson, employee at Industrial Sales, was contacted during the initial in-
vestigation in 1986. Mr. Swanson said the transformer was leaking, but the leak
was only a drip every twenty minutes. U.S.EPA recommended the facility to place

a pan with o0il dry underneath the Teak to minimize spillage on the ground. A
telephone conversation with Mr. Charles Ellas of Moline Consumers (Mel Mohr rented
the building from Moline Consumers) uncovered the fact that Industrial Sales went
bankrupt in 1986. The First Midwest Bank tookover the property and all the equip-
ment that was left on-site. The bank sold all the equipment and contracted with
ESG Watts Disposal for the removal of the transformers. Steve Grothus of ESG Watts
did the initial sampling and draining of not one but three transformers on-site.
Mr. Grothus indicated that the transformers were hauled by Dick Gaunt Trucking and
Excavating of Washingotn, IT11inois to Envirosafe Services in Idaho. The 0il drained
from the transformers was hauled to the SCA incinerator in Chicago, I11inois by

Mr. Frank Hauling Company.

A site reconnaissance inspection was conducted at the facility on June 22, 1988.
The area around the back of the old Industrial Sales site was bare of machinery
with no observed spillage areas associated with the transformers located. The
Industrial Sales Company went bankrupt, but it is believed that Mr. Mohr now owns
a company by the name of Industrial Surplus Tocated in Rock Island, I1Tinois.

The geology of the site is sand and gravels underlain by Silurian doTomite. The
closest groundwater well is Tocated approximately 2.5 miles away at the L&G MHP.

The well furnishes water to 75 residents of the park, with the depth of the well

at 40 feet into the Silurian dolomite. No other wells are known to exist within
three miles of the site. Surface water use in the vicinity of the site is limited
to recreational use (fishing) only, with all surface water intakes used for drinking
upstream of the site.

Since the transformer has been removed from the site and no visible contamination
is evident, a no further action is recommended for the Industrial Sales site.
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REFERENCES

Memo to Valdas Adamkus from Leonard Zintak dated May 27, 1896.

IEPA Emergency Response Unit Incident Control Sheet dated November
20, 1985.

Telephone conversation on December 16, 1988 between Greg Dunn of
IEPA and Leonard Zintak, U.S.EPA.

Telephone conversation on December 16, 1988 between Greg Dunn of
IEPA and Tony Martig, U.S.EPA.

Telephone conversation on December 20, 1988 between Greg Dunn of
[IEPA and Mr. Robert Schaeffer, Montgomery Elevator.

Telephone conversation on December 20, 1988 between Greg Dunn of
IEPA and Charles Ellas, Moline Consumers.

Telephone conversation on December 22, 1988 between Greg Dunn of
IEPA and Steve Grothus, ESG Watts Disposal.



REFERENCE NUMBER 01

UNITEED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION V

oare. MAY 27 1986

Immediate Removal Request for the Industrial Sales Company Site,
Moline, I1linois - ACTION MEMORANDUM

Leonard Zintak, On-Scene Coordinator "4 - %
R : [
FROM Western Response Unit ‘;éwj//y#%

TO: Valdas V. Adamkus
Regional Administrator

SUBJECT:

THRU: Basil G. Constantelos,
Waste Management Divisi

PURPOSE

This is a request for your concurrence to expend up to $22,000 for
the removal and disposal of one transformer containing approximately
600 gallons of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) at the Industrial
Sales Company site in Moline, ITlinois.

BACKGROUND

The Industrial Sales Company site is located at 1800 3rd Avenue in
Moline, I1linois. The site is in a mixed industrial and residential
area. The presence of a large transformer containing up to 600
gallons of a dielectric fluid with a PCB concentration above 500
parts per million (ppm) was reported to the United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) by an anonymous private citizen
on November 19, 1985. This transformer was analyzed by General
Electric, and the result indicated that the PCBs concentration in
the transformer is 536 ppm. After several months of negotiating with
Mr. Mel Mohr, cwner of Industrial Sales Company, the transformer

and its dielectric fluid have not been removed and properly disposed
of in an approved facility.

On May 20, 1986, the U.S. EPA visited the site and sampled the
transformer, The transformer is located on the east side of the
warehouse that Mr. Mohr uses for his hardware surplus business.

The transformer is approximately 10 feet by 5 feet by 3 feet, and

it is on an asphalt surface with a wooden structure around it to
keep it out of the public's view. An o0i] stain on the asphalt below
the transformer is evidence that a spill has occurred in the past.

This site is not on the National Priorities List,

EPA FORM 1320-6 (REV. 3-76)



THREATS

The Industrial Sales Company site meets the criteria set forth in
paragraph 300.65 of the National Contingency Plan (NCP), for im-
mediate removal action, since the site poses an imminent threat to
human health and the environment. PCBs are extremely toxic and are
considered as carcinogens, mutagenes, and teratogenes. The easy
access to the site by the local population, permits direct exposure
to the PCBs. Further spill(s) from the transformer will impact the
soil around the transformer, and affect the sewer system via sewer
drains around the facility.

ENFORCEMENT

The responsible party is Mr, Mel Mohr. Administrative Order will be
issued in dJune 1986.

PROPOSED PROJECT & COSTS

The proposed project consists of securing the site, and then removal
and disposal of the transformer.

Estimated costs:

ERCS Costs $14,000
15% Contingency 2,100
Total ERCS Cost $16,100
EPA Costs $1,000
TAT Costs 2,000
Sub-Total $3,000
15% (Other Costs) $2,900

TOTAL COSTS $22,000



REGIONAL RECOMMENDATION

Because the condition at the Industrial Sales site meets the criteria
stated in Section 300.65 of the NCP for an immediate removal request,
I recommend your approval of the immmediate removal request. The
estimated total project costs are $22,000, of which $16,100 are for
extramural contracfor costs. Yop may indicate your approval or

disapproval by sigping below.
DATE: g/Z'Z/ gé’
T\

|

APPROVE: .
REGIONAL WDMINESTRATOR

DISAPPROVE: DATE:
REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR




ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

“WEFEREN'CE NUMBER 02

INCIDENT CONTROL SHEET e

NOTIFICATION INFORMATION

paTE: |\ . 2D RS TIME JDUTY officer: _\ ,b'%r \‘e,\
TYPEOF INCIDENT: "o . e Snras oy ;.( con \) JREFERENCE ciTY: MQ\‘\V\Q

coumv:'QoQ/_ T\ d LOCATION: IXQO 3‘&& AvNe. twaw al\er
ALLER: - C&. 3 RELAY FROM: (?!’O' M&e“?

CONTACT PERSON:

CALL BACK NUMBER:

ENERAL INFORMATION

MATERIAL INVOLVED: \)Oe‘k\g)&Q' ?CB |puvsicaLstate: |\ ¢y U\{&
AMT.RELEASED: (> - D qo,Q‘ JRATE OF DISCHARGE: AMT. RECOVER
CONTAINER AND SIZE: Tvowns gof WA BV

LiasLe PARTY:RN v, M e ( t\.'\nlmr‘ “Toaduckvich So\es (.| CONTACT PERSON: David Sosaunson
ON SCENE COORDINATOR: CONTACT NUMBERy, 309- 797-4039%3

NATURE OF EMERGENCY
FIRE O EXPLOSION O HUMAN HAZARDS [0 ENV, PROBLEMS: WATER O AIR[OQ LANDOPWS O

actionTakeN: Cidsi7ewn wnasticed \eae 3L wnants aqo. N QC«\';G\/\S
J(Q\rpm k\&m Lw.ca(Q DO\V&V QOO v o‘;’ \"QQ\(
OSEPA  adJTsed Wuna Ao muk o\ Avy e leale Nt

él&uq&QQ S0 {)?/ges-‘w.nuﬁ} Lanu\d (Q(Q Q<(°Q$€ ts (+

ASSISTANCE NEEDED, RECOMMENDATIONS, AND COMMENTS:

LSEP N ~ G!eo««csaft\\\uc‘}c&eu\{ s\ 'Q'c:.\\r‘\,m uP.

NOTIFICATION: ESDA (SFM O CONSERVATION MINES & MINERALS [J PUBLIC HEALTHQ ISP O MsD O
COOKCODEC O USEPAQ USCGQOQ USFWQQ ORSANCODO
LOCAL FIRE DEPT O LOCAL POLICE DEPT O BORDERING STATE(S) OTHER

IEPA NOTIFICATION

|EPA DAPC 0 DOWPCQO OLPCO DPWSO ENFO MpPCO pLs ERU QO DIR OFF O

NAME: NAME:

NAME: NAME:

NAME: NAME:

NAME: NAME:

FOLLOW UP INVESTIGATION YESO NO[{l NAME OF INVESTIGATOR:

WRITTEN REPORT NEEDED YES[Q NO[O DATE REPORT REC'D:

|IEPA/OTHER PERSONNEL ON SCENE

IL 532-0235

APC 191 4/80 N\\@bﬂ 058-002



STATE OF ILLINOIS
ENYIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION RECORD

REFERENCE NUMBER 03_

Knck Tijanf LA,
COUNTY DIVISION
Zl&lococoovooo
T docteial Sales oLwe, THiveo.'s I. D. or FILE NO.ropezags
Re: j?c’\pu;;/ Qf 'ﬂiANS#/m(f

Conversation with: Ma. Leopsrd Z;\Jét

(X) I Called Party ( ) Party Called Me DATE_/2 //6/8R TIME /O :33 4m
( ) Complainant ( ) Violator ( ) Public Inquiry ( ) Partitioner

What I Said: What Other Party Said:
O _Yoor marme s on A_Memo for awn Qe 0D a4 cde pssessment
Zomediote Broval Keguesh o He 2 [986  ond rederee d) He cace
Todbosteal Sales Qmﬂw; s.fe .w o He TLSCA  _Deavck _of

MoLise . Tiinpise Ol goor vnt olipos .S EPH [/Pe;a/ud ).

of He dravshocrer ?
o - -

@ \JLC‘ weold T Aok 4 70 ALO‘DL He < . fe aﬂcﬂ //a)‘( AE
Taccr  obeoot Hhis s.4e? retlered ;4 So Am o A
Sumprer pf 194¢,

@ #Auk /00 [

use reverse side if necessary

Qm — £LS

ignature Title

(v Naea .



What I Said: What Other Party Said:

Comments

Referred to: Unit

Copies to: ( ) File

Recommendations

Signature




STATE OF ILLINOIS
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TELEPHONE CO

REF

ERSATION RECORD

EMiinanen 04

Bock T5fonld LPe
COUNTY DIVISION
2 /e /o000
Tndosdrnl Sales etiwe, ZI.nors I. D. or FILE NO.___
TLPOBEC 75,
Re: ?Q mggw/ of TrRA~S VZ;I'M/‘
Conversation with: [ er /ﬁ%rég: 7O0SC A4
( ) I called Party (X') Party Called Me DATE_/2 //¢/ 88 TIME 2 108 Apm

( ) Complainant < ) Violator (

) Public Inquiry (

) Partitioner

What I Said:

@ b;éQ TOSCA  repope Ko ‘/rA.a$94/‘Mf‘

What Other Party Said:

O T hrve 71[( rad vé’/ﬁwazrpf-’ 7 el o

&cm +L< 5':/;(?'

Todusdral <ofes, T2 19714 . Tosca completed o

mjﬁ. A Im:jnru{’ou; what Ao
7(/@ IOOL -for (\* +e s‘,‘lg,_?

TESC A

[

@bc vey Enpew £ Te Co,-ﬂoﬂ-o;, 2#

euVe r cifspox/ ,C”

of He Frovs ﬁgner o He

Orpl am p (A ) ) ¢
c - : /i 138 > o
@Sggd FOR WD - (zcg}ycﬂ ar Q~£~#mas

ML“;LEJ‘I’ o /CDL'\P%#M\S&M“) (A—//(J
\_7;:/0../5‘/7:)1’/ SA/&J evel jL’lt SAK&"ZP

t.(,b[(’_>/(

o s “va %

f/./.z' LA evd S /e-‘ﬂ é'i? AéQJJ- / af'/pp (’.’efJ’
I mewsdes. e dofl T Ao :vp./l a Pav
@ %mé y Y Y. . &r# Co N wndlor 4y Jeak

4 SiLjffﬂ.'_uaa (c;flﬂrﬁv}u st .oy

Rno. e wild ouly helo He Lorpssy

decle what o Lo v th St Franghine

Qwro t\l.,; 4’ a(r's;Posr I"/ ,'4‘

Moty ror 3

b2 He 1van J Jlgnature

@ We  fook 710 S—Qe/'nC Ariy €4 uggnv,.}
use reverse side if hecdessary
EPS L
Title



What I Said:

What Other Party Said:
g -0l J/
&7 am 14[.1.% olse us:'.%, P(&A,—:/fk o -5,

@ Mo, (e fﬂ/t(c[-lo bﬁl'd -gu'léu Sand

@0ﬂ]f7-903? /jur/‘»*;.- y. 93 J)\/U!-(Jlfﬂ 70 o,

Ma. Mt Mehe  jpns 1 _&(‘.&Lg_éi

rAS /v0+ Ar‘au-vcp ivm‘.,gﬁ-fél /r’gk.

Comments

Referred to:

Unit

Copies tq: ( ) File

Recommendations

Signature




S STATE OF ILLINOIS
ENYIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION RECORD

REFERENCE NUMBER 92

Zeoc /é jszq,\JcQ

LIPL
COUNTY DIVISION
2 ré/000000¢>
Loshen!  Sales 4o 1#465/1?, T oo s I. D. or FILE NO.
TLd 06325937
Re: I:JJUJJZIIAI' Sales (On\'ﬂBN; , wiher //q rowed)

Conversation with: Me.  Bobert  Schoetdor lﬁ%%#gﬁmC% ESn sty é&ijj7¢L£7y

( ) I called Party (OX) Party Called Me DATE /2 /7n/88  TIME g:cggén

( ) Complainant ( ) Violator

) Public Inaquiry ( ) Partitioner

What I Said:
LT as wc»ucgin‘rc;- aboot 4k,

What Other Party Said:

D 2 _have A resssse  you
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7 =
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